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Eighty-one observers took advantage of Cclear brisk weather
to participate in the 1988 Bronx-Westchester Xmae Count. Thi-=
year was a special event for me. It was my 32nd Bronw«<-

Westchester count, my fifth year as compiler and the first when
my wife Barbsars officially joined me as co-compiler. My fivrst
count in 1957 was a memorable experience. At the direction of

Bill Ephraim, who then ruled the Pelham party with a firm hand,
I was assigned as a rookie to cover Baychester Swamp, an
exhausting and tortuous 3 mile walk over creeks, marshkes and
small hills. My diligence was rewarded with a Palm Warble: am:d
a Vesper Sparrow. During lunch, Bill awarded me the coveted
"swamp-rat" medal and I have been hooked on Christmas Counting
ever since. Today, that area is Coop City and now I spend iy
mornings tramping over on 8-story hiagh toxic-waste dimp. It i1e
a dirty job but I do love it.

Results for 1988 were rather dissappointing. Only 112
species were nocte, well-below our e:xcellent count % of recent
years but clocse to our 20-year average of 114. All parties
repaorted lower species totals compared to 19687 with the
exception of the "East EBronx" which bernefited from an expa.ded
area and thorough coverage by a large and diligent aroup of
observers. Many normally ocurring species were miesed but

several exciting finds were uncovered. Twc new species weve
added to the all-time list which 10w stands at 20&4: Triccolo: ed
Heron (Pelham-Bolb» Rucht & John Caspersz who both earn the

Rookie-of-the-year Award for their discovery!; Grasshopper
Sparrow (Folice Riding Stables, Peiham - Rich Cech:). Qther
interesting reportz included a Chipping Sparrow in Rye (1.
Burke, first since 1983), Phoebe in Scerszdale (J. Meoyle, D.
Walsh, first since 1962), our ever faithful Barn Owl,(at a
roost in the Ovrchard Beach Bath house discovered by Bob De
Candido in 1982) Eurasian Wigeon and Le=ser Bl.-backed Gull at
their traditional haunts, Peregrine Falcon, and 2 House Urens
(Yonkers, Ardsley). Our count record remains at 124 (1973,
1985). Given deter iorating and shirinking babkitat over most of
our count circle, I doubt that we will ever reach that peak
again. Perhaps we can convince the NAS to count the Whld
Turkey in Bronx Park and the guinea fowl sp. in Pelbam next
year .

The number of individuals tallied was 40,049, close to
last years figure and to our 10-year average of 48,065.
Impressive high counts included 40 Gadwall, 124 Great
Cormorants, 38 Carolina Wrens and 83 Great Blue Herons. For
comparison, high counts of the latter 2 species in 1957 were S
and 41 respectively. Unusually low nuimbers of winter finches=s,
Red-br. Nuthatch, Myrtle Warbler, Rusty Blackbird, Red-
shouldered Hawk and Dunlin were present in our ares.
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