71st Bronx-Westchester Christmas Bird Count
December 26, 1994

The 71st Bronx-Westchester Christmas Bird Count recorded 114
species and 44.184 birds.

Warm weather was the story for this year. The temperature for the
nrior two months was well above normal and there was no significant freeze
hefore the count. The results reflected this with a record number of warbler
species seen - SEVEN! Previously, four species have been seen on three
other counts.1961.1981 and 1987. The seven species included Yellow-
rumped Warblers. Common Yellowthroat (Rye), Wilson's Warbler (Rye,
second record), Yellow-breasted Chat (near Saw Mill R.), two Nashville Warblers (one in Riverdale
and one in Hommock Park. Larchmont, third time on count) and two species that are new to the count -
Prairie Warbler seen in Throggs-neck and Northern Waterthrush seen at
Carpenter Pond in Scarsdale. Its the eighth
straight year we've added new species to the
count. The count has now recorded 212 species
plus an additional 7 other subspecies or forms.

Other highlights included three Great Egrets. two Merlin. Wild
Turkey, one in Van Cortlant Park and 5 in Rye. and two Lesser Black-backed Gulls (9th straight year)
and House Wren (17th count record and 9th time in last 15 vears).

There were twelve new or tied high counts. Brant (806), Lesser Scaup (352), Hooded Merganser
(196), Red-breasted Merganser (725, the old record was 650 way back in 1941), Red-tailed Hawk (103).
Red-bellied Woodpecker (95), Winter Wren (24), Great Egret (3), Merlin (2), Turkey Vulture (2), Wild
Turkey (6), Nashville Warbler (2).

The warm weather and decline of Canvasback ducks
resulted in a 45 vear low for them with only 136 birds. Over the Canvasback
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Ring-necked Pheasant and American Kestrel continued 1000 .

with low numbers

Carolina Wrens are half their numbers than two vears ago.
71 vs. 145.

The most interesting non-avian sighting this vear was a basking Red-eared Turtle, indicative of the
warm weather we've had so far.

Thanks to the 69 plus participants and the 36 who showed up for the compilation dinner.

Due to Christmas Eve falling on Sunday in 1995. next years count will be held SATURDAY,

DECEMBER 23, 1995. this is unavoidable. The good news is that we're free from the holidays after
next year to the year 2000. Future dates: Sunday Dec. 29. 1996. Sunday Dec. 28,1997, and probably
Sunday Dec. 27.1998 and Sunday Dec. 26, 1999.

Have a HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Michael Bochnik






