72nd Bronx-Westchester Christmas Bird Count
December 23, 1995

The 72nd Bronx-Westchester Christmas Bird Count recorded 120
species and 53,533 birds.

Scarsdale

Hastings

Deep snow and a Northern Shrike invasion were the story for this WESTCHESTER
year. There were 6 to 14 inches of snow on the ground and snow drifts up to
3 feet. It was the first time ever that we had party hours and miles on skis!

Three Northern Shrikes were seen, last seen in 1978, (in Tibbetts
Brook Park-Yonkers, Wood Acres-Scarsdale, Ferry Point Park- East Bronx).
Other highlights include three Eurasian Widgeon, (all in Rye); two Merlins,
(Marshlands-Rye and Woodlawn Cemetery-West Bronx); a Peregrine Falcon in Pelham Bay; Common
Redpolls, (Read Sanctuary-Rye and in Larchmont); and an Evening Grosbeak in Bronxville (last seen in
1978). The Hudson River was productive this year, thanks to a one hour river watch in Dobbs Ferry that
produced three White-winged Scooter and an adult Bald Eagle.

Due to the weather and that the count day fell too close to the holidays, participation was down.
Only 60 participants made it out. But despite that, 21 new high counts were recorded. Remarkably, 12 of
the new high counts shattered the old highs by at least 25%!. New high counts were for Common Loon,
Gadwall, Lesser Scaup, Sharp-shinned, Cooper’s and Red-tailed Hawks, Purple Sandpiper, Red-bellied
Woodpecker, American Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch,
Winter Wren, Hermit Thrush, American Robin, Cedar Waxwing, Northern Cardinal, American Goldfinch,
Eurasian Widgeon, Wild Turkey and Northern Shrike.
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Red-bellied Woodpecker continues to increase American Kestrel hits an all time low of one!

American Kestrel set an all time low with just one seen.
It was only the second time that we missed Black-crowned Night Heron. We missed it in 1984.
Greater Scaup numbers were up, the most since 1979.

Not surprisingly, no warblers were seen (after seeing seven species last year). We even missed
Yellow-rumps, last missed in 1979.

Thanks to the 60 plus participants and the 24 who showed up for the compilation dinner. We will
probably be trying a new place for the dinner next year.

We could use more help next year. Ask your birding friends to try the count next year. Next year’s
count will be held Sunday, December 29,1996. Hope to see you there.

Michael Bochnik






