74th Bronx-Westchester Christmas Bird Count
December 28, 1997

Sixty-one participants recorded 111 species and 44,891 birds in the
74th Bronx-Westchester Christmas Bird Count.

Highlights of this year's count included: a Red-headed Woodpecker in MEICHETAR
White Plains; two Eurasian Wigeon, one in Rye, the other on Premium Mill &
Pond; two House Wrens; an Eastern Phoebe; a lone White-winged Crossbill
in Rye; Peregrine Falcon in Yonkers; and Long-eared Owl in Van Cortlandt
Park.

Scarsdale

Other birds included: 12 Ring-neck Duck, 17 Turkey Vultures,
surpassing the old high of 2 in 1994; 147 Red-bellied Woodpeckers, new high count; and 54 Rusty
Blackbirds in Van Cortlandt.
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Red-bellied Woodpecker numbers still climbing Missed Savannah Sparrow, I* time since 1965

We almost missed Field Sparrow again. We squeaked by with two. We’ve only missed this bird
twice, 1924 and 1996. We did miss Savannah Sparrow and Brown-headed Cowbird. Savannahs were last
missed 32 years ago in 1965!

The Bronx County Bird Club started this count in 1924. In these 74 years we’ve counted 2,982,772
birds. Next year, barring a blizzard, we will count our 3 millionth bird! We only need 17,228 to go.

Non-avian sightings included Coyote and a bumbling security guard who wanted me arrested at
Hillview Reservoir--even though I had written permission from the DEP.

Thanks to the 61 participants and the 30 who showed up for the compilation dinner. It was nice to
see so many new faces.

Next year’s count will be held Sunday, December 27, 1998. Hope to see you there.
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