
This guide is a list of birds that can be found in
Yonkers. Hudson River Audubon Society of Westchester
members base the list on sightings since the late 1980’s.
There have been new sightings and changes in the
population distribution of some birds. This is an updated
version.

BIRDS OF YONKERS

The City of Yonkers, despite its urban environment,
is well suited for bird watching. The city lies along the
Atlantic Flyway, a major route for many migrating birds.
The Saw Mill and Bronx River valleys, as well as the
Sprain Ridge, attract many species of birds. New York
City’s location to the south causes many birds to stop in
Yonkers to rest or feed during their migration. Blessed
with many parks, rivers and lakes, the city is an urban
birder’s paradise for the persistent and patient lover of
nature.

The best birding areas in Yonkers are its parks,
which include state, county, and city facilities. Lenoir
Nature Preserve, along with Sprain Ridge and Tibbetts
Brook parks, all county facilities, provide three of the
largest expanses of open space along with varied habitats.
Sprain Ridge, the most densely forested area, is good year
round and contains many of the breeding birds during the
summer. Lenoir Preserve has a nature center and is one of
the best places to view migrating hawks in the fall.

Water is key to good birding and Tibbetts Brook
Park along with Grassy Sprain Reservoir, Crestwood Lake,
Hillview Reservoir, both Saw Mill and Bronx River
provide habitat for both ducks and shorebirds during
migration.

Many migrating birds use the Hudson River for a
migration route and because it opens to the Atlantic Ocean
a few miles south, the river provides the city with many of
its unusual sightings.

Sunnybrook Park provides one of the few marshy
habitats in the city and many of the smaller parks such as
Henning Park, Redman and Welty fields have some
excellent pockets of birding habitat.

This guide documents 248 species of birds that have
been identified in the City of Yonkers during the last three
decades. The names of the birds and their taxonomic
arrangement in this guide follow that of the 7th Edition of
the American Ornithologists' Union Check-list of North
American Birds and up to its 48th update (2007).

The following legend indicates the relative
abundance of each species in each season.

A Abundant - seen regularly in large numbers
C Common - seen regularly
U Uncommon - seen infrequently, but seen every year.
O Occasional - seen infrequently, not seen every year
R Rare - seen only every few years.

SP Spring March-May
S Summer June-August
F Fall September-November
W Winter December-February

SPECIES Sp S F W

 Greater White-fronted Goose R
 Snow Goose O O O
 Cackling Goose R R
 Canada Goose A A A A
 Brant O U

 Mute Swan C C C C

 Wood Duck C C C O
 Gadwall R O R
 American Wigeon R R
 American Black Duck C O C C
 Mallard A A A A
 Blue-winged Teal O O U
 Northern Shoveler O C O
 Northern Pintail R R O O
 Green-winged Teal O R U O
 Green-winged Teal (Eurasian) R R
 Canvasback R R U
 Ring-necked Duck U R U
 Greater Scaup R
 Lesser Scaup R
 Surf Scoter R
 White-winged Scoter R R
 Black Scoter R
 Bufflehead R R O
 Common Goldeneye O
 Hooded Merganser C U C
 Common Merganser U U
 Red-breasted Merganser R R
 Ruddy Duck O U C

 Ring-necked Pheasant R R R R
 Ruffed Grouse R R R R
 Wild Turkey C C C C

 Red-throated Loon R
 Common Loon U O

SPECIES Sp S F W

 Pied-billed Grebe U C U
 Horned Grebe R R
 Red-necked Grebe R

 Double-crested Cormorant C C C R
 Great Cormorant R R

 American Bittern R R

 Great Blue Heron C U C U
 Great Egret C C C
 Snowy Egret U U
 Little Blue Heron R
 Cattle Egret R R
 Green Heron C C C
 Black-crowned Night-Heron C C C U
 Yellow-crowned Night-Heron U U U
 Glossy Ibis R

 Black Vulture R R O R
 Turkey Vulture U U C U

 Osprey U O C
 Bald Eagle R R U O
 Northern Harrier U
 Sharp-shinned Hawk O C U
 Cooper’s Hawk O C U
 Northern Goshawk O R
 Red-shouldered Hawk R O R
 Broad-winged Hawk U O C R
 Red-tailed Hawk C C C C
 Rough-legged Hawk R
 Golden Eagle R

 American Kestrel U R C O
 Merlin O R
 Peregrine Falcon R R U R

 Common Moorhen R
 American Coot O O U

 Black-bellied Plover R
 Semipalmated Plover O
 Killdeer C U C O

 Greater Yellowlegs O O U
 Lesser Yellowlegs R O C
 Solitary Sandpiper U O C
 Willet R
 Spotted Sandpiper C O C R
 Sanderling R
 Semipalmated Sandpiper U
 Western Sandpiper R


SPECIES Sp S F W

 Least Sandpiper C O C
 White-rumped Sandpiper R
 Pectoral Sandpiper O
 Dunlin R
 Stilt Sandpiper R
 Wilson’s Snipe U U R
 American Woodcock U R O

 Parasitic Jaeger R

 Laughing Gull U U U
 Black-headed Gull R
 Bonaparte’s Gull R
 Ring-billed Gull A U A A
 Herring Gull A O A A
 Iceland Gull R
 Glaucous Gull R
 Great Black-backed Gull C C C C

 Caspian Tern R
 Forster’s Tern R
 Black Skimmer R

 Rock Pigeon A A A A
 Mourning Dove C C C C
 Monk Parakeet R

 Black-billed Cuckoo U R
 Yellow-billed Cuckoo U O R

 Eastern Screech-Owl R R R R
 Great Horned Owl C O C C
 Barred Owl R R
 Long-eared Owl R R R
 Short-eared Owl R
 Northern Saw-whet Owl O U O

 Common Nighthawk O O C
 Whip-poor-will R

 Chimney Swift C C C

 Ruby-throated Hummingbird C C
 Rufous Hummingbird R R

 Belted Kingfisher C U C C

 Red-headed Woodpecker R R R
 Red-bellied Woodpecker C C C C
 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker O O O U
 Downy Woodpecker C C C C
 Hairy Woodpecker C C C C
 Northern Flicker C C C U
 Pileated Woodpecker O O O O



SPECIES Sp S F W

 Olive-sided Flycatcher R O
 Eastern Wood-Pewee C U C
 Yellow-bellied Flycatcher O U
 Acadian Flycatcher R
 Alder Flycatcher R
 Willow Flycatcher U O O
 Least Flycatcher C C
 Eastern Phoebe U R C
 Great Crested Flycatcher U O O
 Eastern Kingbird C C C

 Northern Shrike R

 White-eyed Vireo U U U
 Yellow-throated Vireo O R R
 Blue-headed Vireo U U
 Warbling Vireo C C C
 Philadelphia Vireo O
 Red-eyed Vireo C C C

 Blue Jay C C C C
 American Crow C C C C
 Fish Crow C C C R
 Common Raven O O U O

 Horned Lark R

 Tree Swallow U O U
 N. Rough-winged Swallow C U U
 Bank Swallow O O
 Cliff Swallow O
 Barn Swallow C C A

 Black-capped Chickadee C C C C
 Tufted Titmouse C C C C

 Red-breasted Nuthatch O O U O
 White-breasted Nuthatch C C C C

 Brown Creeper U R U U

 Carolina Wren C C C C
 House Wren C C C R
 Winter Wren O U O
 Marsh Wren R

 Golden-crowned Kinglet U C U

 Ruby-crowned Kinglet C C O

 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher U U

SPECIES Sp S F W

 Eastern Bluebird R O R
 Veery C C C
 Gray-cheeked Thrush O U
 Swainson's Thrush C C
 Hermit Thrush U C O
 Wood Thrush C C U
 American Robin C C C U

 Gray Catbird C C C O
 Northern Mockingbird C C C C
 Brown Thrasher C C C R

 European Starling C C C C

 American Pipit R O

 Cedar Waxwing C U C U

 Blue-winged Warbler C C C
 Golden-winged Warbler R
 Tennessee Warbler U U
 Orange-crowned Warbler R R R
 Nashville Warbler U U R
 Northern Parula C C
 Yellow Warbler C C U
 Chestnut-sided Warbler C O C
 Magnolia Warbler C C
 Cape May Warbler O U
 Black-throated Blue Warbler C C
 Yellow-rumped Warbler A A O
 Black-throated Green Warbler C C
 Blackburnian Warbler C C
 Yellow-throated Warbler R
 Pine Warbler C U R
 Prairie Warbler C U U
 Palm Warbler U U R
 Bay-breasted Warbler U C
 Blackpoll Warbler C U
 Cerulean Warbler R
 Black-and-white Warbler C O C
 American Redstart C R C
 Prothonotary Warbler R R
 Worm-eating Warbler U R O
 Ovenbird C O C
 Northern Waterthrush C U
 Louisiana Waterthrush R
 Kentucky Warbler O O
 Connecticut Warbler R
 Mourning Warbler R O
 Common Yellowthroat C C C R
 Hooded Warbler O R R
 Wilson's Warbler U U

SPECIES Sp S F W

 Canada Warbler C C
 Yellow-breasted Chat O R O R

 Summer Tanager R
 Scarlet Tanager C U U

 Eastern Towhee C C C O

 American Tree Sparrow O C U
 Chipping Sparrow C C C O

 Clay-colored Sparrow R
 Field Sparrow C U C U
 Vesper Sparrow O R
 Savannah Sparrow U C R
 Grasshopper Sparrow R
 Fox Sparrow U U O
 Song Sparrow C C C C
 Lincoln's Sparrow R U
 Swamp Sparrow U R C O
 White-throated Sparrow C C C
 White-crowned Sparrow U R
 Dark-eyed Junco C C C
 Snow Bunting O R

 Northern Cardinal C C C C
 Rose-breasted Grosbeak C U C R
 Blue Grosbeak R R
 Indigo Bunting C C U R
 Dickcissel R R

 Bobolink U U
 Red-winged Blackbird A C C U
 Eastern Meadowlark R O R
 Rusty Blackbird U O R
 Common Grackle A C A U
 Brown-headed Cowbird C C A U
 Orchard Oriole U U
 Baltimore Oriole C C C R

 Purple Finch U U U
 House Finch C C C C
 Red Crossbill R
 White-winged Crossbill R
 Common Redpoll O O
 Pine Siskin O O O
 American Goldfinch C C C C
 Evening Grosbeak U R

 House Sparrow A A A A

EXOTICS
 Chukar R
 European Goldfinch R
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