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June 29, 2010 – 11:00 am

Winged wonders, aerial acrobats, dragonflies 

have been around since before the dinosaurs. Their 

flight is studied by the United States military and 

NASA. They come in a variety of colors from muted 

browns to brilliant blues and greens, bright reds 

and neon, they sparkle like dazzling jewels. 

Join us on June 19, 2010 at 11:00 AM at Lenoir 

for an introductory program to learn about their 

lifestyle, the different species in our area, followed 

by a field session as we attempt to capture and 

observe these fleet flyers.  

With Bermudas, bikinis and binoculars, Saul and Judi left NYC in a snow 
storm. We sat on the last plane to leave LaGuardia while it was being de-iced 
in the hopes of getting to warm, sunny Florida. HA HA HA and BR BR BR (not 
a recognizable bird call?). Little did we know in our three weeks there, the 
temperature would not go beyond the 60’s with wind and clouds. Even the birds 
were hiding!

But we persevered. We traveled north from Miami to Merritt Island,  
headed west to Orlando and Kissimmee, and then went south on the  
west coast, back to Miami. 

We birded the popular spots — the “hatchies”, Corkscrew, Sanibel, Big Cyprus and the Everglades and even 
some less well known ones, like the Panther Reserve and our friend’s Dunellon neighborhood. We stopped at the 
Marrafino’s “bird and butterfly sanctuary” in their Dunellon home. Sandra, a former HRAS Board member and avid 
birder, gave us information on the “whereabouts” of two of our nemesis birds, the Red-cockaded Woodpecker and 
the Florida Scrub Jay, which again, alas, we did not see. But we did see 116 species, no lifers. The highlights were 
a pair of Egyptian geese (can we count these?), Whooping Cranes, a Red-headed Woodpecker, Painted Buntings, 
limpkins, swallowtail kites, a short-tailed hawk, a Snipe, many nesting birds 
and breeding birds in lovely plumage. 

We also saw marsh rabbits, armadillos, an American crocodile and of course 
many alligators and turtles. When it began to warm, just a little, we saw 
mangrove buckeye butterflies, gulf fritillaries and zebra long wings at Flamingo, 
in the Everglades.  

Now we are home and it seems warmer here than there. And soon the Florida 
birds will be here. — ���� ������

Studies show that most 

wild birds will die in their 

first year of life. But if 

they can survive this first 

year then they stand a 

strong chance of living for 

some considerable time. 

The American Robin, for 

instance, can live up to  

12 years and both the  

Great Blue Heron and the 

Canada Goose can live for more than  

23 years, the Blue Jay for more than 18 years, and 

some blackbird species for 15-plus years.
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Tibbetts Brook Park 
Saturday, April 24, 2010

meet at 9:00 am at flagpole 
(off midland avenue between yonkers and  

mclean avenues)
Part of Yonkers Green Month – Yonkers Green Policy  

Task Force. Some early migrants are expected. Last year  
the walk found a rare Prothonotary Warbler on the edge of  
the second lake.

Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Sunday, April 25, 2010

meet at 9:00 am at the refuge
(joint trip with bronx river/sound shore 

audubon)
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge is one of the best birding 

locations in New York. It's located on Cross Bay Boulevard  
in Broad Channel, Queens, 3 miles South of  
Exit 17S off the Belt Parkway.

Central Park 
Sunday, May 2, 2010

meet at 7:00 am at central park west and 
79th street

Early warblers and other migrants. This may be the 
easiest place to view warblers.

Evening Bird Walk at 
Tibbetts Brook Park 

Friday, May 7, 2010
meet at 6:00 pm at flagpole 

(off midland avenue between yonkers and  
mclean avenues)

Enjoy a walk around the lakes after a hard week of work, 
or a way to start your weekend off right.

Mother’s Day Warbler Walk 
Sunday, May 9, 2010

meet at 8:00 am at the lenoir nature preserve

A Hudson River Audubon tradition! We will walk 
around the park including a visit to the Butterfly Garden. 
Refreshments will be served afterwards at the Nature Center.

Evening Bird Walk at Crestwood Lake 
Friday, May 14, 2010

meet at 6:00 pm at the small parking lot on the 
southbound side

Bronx River Walk, Crestwood train station. Wood Ducks, 
Eastern Kingbirds, Baltimore and Orchard Orioles and more!

                          Hudson River Audubon Field Trips                           
Spring is here and we are approaching the peak of migration. This is a perfect time to 

join one of our field trips. Beautiful and colorful wood warblers will delight first time 
bird watchers. Birding with a group is a wonderful way to share your interests with 
like-minded people to learn more about nature, and to enjoy many preserves and 
natural areas.

Hudson River Audubon Society field trips are free. Bring binoculars and field guides 
if you have them. Some are available for loan for those who need them. Dress 
appropriately for the weather. For more information call Michael Bochnik at  
(914) 237-9331 or e-mail at Bochnikm@cs.com

Additional information with maps and directions to each location is available 
on our web site at www.hras.org
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Join The Hudson River Audubon Society of  Westchester!

Every membership supports Audubon’s vital efforts to protect 
birds, other wildlife and natural habitats. Membership includes a 
subscription to Audubon magazine and affiliation with National 
Audubon. As a member, you will also receive our chapter 
newsletter, The Rivertown Naturalist, and an open invitation to 
all our guest lectures, field trips and events.

SIGN ME UP AS A NEW MEMBER.  
ONE YEAR FOR $20.

Name

Address

City

State                                                Zip Code

Telephone

CHAPTER NO C9ZR200z

Send check and this application to: 
National Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 422250
Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250

Please make check payable to National Audubon Society.
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