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Not only is the ostrich the only bird on the planet
to have a urinary bladder and an eye that is bigger than its
brain, it's also the largest known flightless bird,
weighing in at over 300 pounds and standing up to
8 feet tall. It's also pretty nimble on its feet,

having been clocked at speeds in excess of 55 mph.

On last March 17th | went off with Saw Mill River Audubon to Nebraska to see
the Sandhill Crane migration. We spent the first two days at the Switzer Ranch
featured in the March—April issue of Audubon Magazine. It is a working cattle ranch
that also does ecotourism.

The first morning, we were up before daylight to be driven out to the blinds (old
school buses) at the Prairie Chicken lek. The buses are there year-round, so the birds
are used to them. It dawned a beautiful morning and the birds put on a fabulous
display with strutting and puffing and darting after the females. They would run right
out of the lek area after a female.

The next morning was a surprise. We awakened to snow on the ground and a fierce
wind. That was our Sharp-tailed grouse morning. We saw them, but poor things they
were just about being blown off the lekking grounds. They would dash a little ways;
then hunker down. It was so cold in the bus, even with the quilts they provided for us,
we didn’t last long, and went back for a great ranch breakfast that was waiting for us.

We then drove on to Kearney and the Platte River to see the cranes. We were in
the blind at the Rowe Audubon Center before the cranes began to fly in for a night of
sleep on the sand bars in the river, safe from coyotes and other predators. They flew
in by the hundreds and | loved the sound of their calls. After they settle down, it is
like @ murmur on the river.

We again were in the blind the next morning in the dark before they wake up to take off. That was my favorite
spectacle, seeing them take off in mass, calling and flying over our heads, heading for the corn fields, where they eat
the left over corn and fatten up for the rest of their flight up to the Artic where they nest. They stay in the corn fields
all day, and there are thousands of them.

Our other highlight was to see two Whooping Cranes feeding in a corn field and then take flight with those
gorgeous white wings with black tips. They are the most endangered of the cranes and there are estimates of only
three to four hundred in existence.

Ann Swain organized a fantastic trip. If you ever get the chance to go to Nebraska to see the Sandhill Crane
migration, do it—spectacular! —




The Rivertown Naturalist

Hudson River ftudubon Field Trips

Hudson River Audubon Society field trips are free. Bring binoculars and field guides if you have them. Some are available
for loan for those who need them. Dress appropriately for the weather. For more information call Michael Bochnik at

(914) 237-9331 or e-mail at Bochnikm@cs.com

Additional information with maps and directions to each location is available on our web site at www.hras.org
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Evening Bird Walk at

Tibbetts Brook Park
Friday, May 7, 2010

MEET AT 6:00 PM AT FLAGPOLE
(OFF MIDLAND AVENUE BETWEEN YONKERS AND
MCLEAN AVENUES)

Relaxing evening bird walk at Tibbetts Brook Park.
Enjoy nature after a long week at work. Spring migration
is underway and we'll search for colorful spring warblers,
Orioles, Spotted Sandpipers and more.

Mother’s Day Warbler Walk
Sunday, May 9, 2010

MEET AT 8:00 AM AT THE LENOIR NATURE PRESERVE

Our traditional walk around Lenoir Nature Preserve
is one of our most popular events of the year. The walk
should yield colorful migrants such as Rose-breasted
Grosbeak, Scarlet Tanager, Indigo Bunting and spring
warblers.

Afterwards joins us for some coffee, bagels and other
delights. Binoculars are available for loan so bring mom
and other family members!

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Evening Bird Walk along
the Bronx River at Crestwood Lake
Friday, May 14, 2010

MEET AT 6:00 PM AT THE SMALL PARKING LOT
ON THE SOUTHBOUND SIDE OF THE
CRESTWOOD TRAIN STATION
Wood Ducks, Eastern Kingbirds, Baltimore and Orchard
Orioles and more!

Sterling Forest
Sunday, June 6, 2010
MEET AT 7:00 AM AT THE END OF IRONWOOD ROAD
We will look for Golden-winged Warblers as well as many
other species at this well-known Orange County location.

For directions please visit our web site at www.hras.org/
wtobird/sterlingforest.html

White Mountains,
Kancamangus Scenic Byway and
Pondicherry Wildlife Refuge

Friday-Sunday, late June or early July, 2010

A look for breeding warblers, boreal species and moose!
Details to come.




The Rivertown Naturalist

HRAS BOARD MEMBERS & VOLUNTEERS

President/Field Trips
Michael Bochnik

Vice-President

Saul Scheinbach
Conservation

Paul Steineck
Treasurer

Paul Oehrlein
Secretary

Judi Veder
Education

Beverly Smith

Walter Chadwick

Publicity
Jeanette Johnson

Membership
Carol Lange

Programs/Season’s
Lynn Shaw

Butterfly Garden
Mary T. Harrington

Science

Saul Scheinbach
Circulation

William Van Wart
Hospitality

Kelli Bochnik
Educator

Walter Chadwick
Feeder Watch

Carol Lange
Development/Bluebird Trail

Pamela Sullivan
Lenoir Liaison

Danniela Ciatto

Rivertown Naturalist Editor
Sandra Wright

BochnikM@cs.com
914-237-9331
judisaul@aol.com
718-884-4740
barbpaul@optonline.net

paul2oobea@optonline.net
914-693-2569
judisaul@aol.com
718-884-4740
Bevi86@aol.com
914-965-5553
mrcnaturally@optonline.net
914-237-5791

INTT3456 @verizon.net
914-965-7541
Carollange@aol.com
914-668-5101
Lynnbshaw@msn.com
718-549-2380
TCTallon@aol.com
914-667-1494
judisaul@aol.com
718-884-4740

914-376-2401
kellimike@verizon.net
914-237-9331
mrcnaturally@optonline.net
914-237-5791
Carollange@aol.com
914-668-5101
pamalama@earthlink.net
914-591-7399
dac4@westchestergov.com
914-968-5851
tralac@verizon.net
914-674-9147

www.hras.org

[4AR VAR I FE|
AN "SNIV1d JLIHM
daivd
I9VLSOd 'S'N
"54d0 1140dd NON

Join The Hudson River Audubon Society of Westchester!

Every membership supports Audubon’s vital efforts to protect
birds, otherwildlife and natural habitats. Membership includes a
subscription to Audubon magazine and affiliation with National
Audubon. As a member, you will also receive our chapter
newsletter, The Rivertown Naturalist, and an open invitation to
all our guest lectures, field trips and events.

SIGN ME UP AS A NEW MEMBER.
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ONE YEAR FOR S2o0.
Name
Address
City
State Zip Code
Telephone
CHAPTER NO C9ZR200Z

Send check and this application to:
National Audubon Society
P.O. Box 422250
Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250

Please make check payable to National Audubon Society.
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