80th Bronx-Westchester Christmas Bird Count
December 28, 2003

The Bronx-Westchester CBC has seen well over 220 different species.

The 80th Bronx-Westchester Christmas Bird Count found 113 species on December 28, 2003.

Only 33,294 individuals were counted, lowest since 1983.. BRONAAWVESTCHESTER
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUMT

Despite open water and warm temperatures leading up to and
including count day, both waterfowl and common passerines were low {4 et
in numbers. The exceptions being Long-tailed Duck with a new high ESTCHESTER
count of 396, and Wild Turkey, new high count of 41. Two large snow
storms one and two weeks before the count dropped passerine numbers

and open water to the north prevented an influx of waterfowl.

The highlights of the count included a new species and one not seen
since 1941. Three Black Vultures over Lenoir Nature Preserve in
Yonkers were new to the count and a Common Raven was observed at Woodland High School in
Hartsdale. This is only the second record for the count.

Other highlights included:
Red-necked Grebe off Rye, 6th year in a row.
Two Eurasian Wigeon one in Premium Mill Pond in New Rochelle and the other at Mill Pond in
Mamaroneck.
Six White-winged Scoter and one Black Scoter on the Sound off Rye.
Long-eared and Northern Saw-whet Owls in Pelham Bay Park.
House Wren in southern White Plains.
American Pipit on Hen Island.
Orange-crowned Warbler at the College of Mt. Saint Vincent.
Four Common Redpolls, all in the Bronx, one in Riverdale, one in Woodlawn Cemetery and two
at Castle Hill Park.
And five Evening Grosbeaks at Butler Woods, Scarsdale.

American Crow numbers continue to drop. A 33 year low was reach with less than 500
reported.

Other species with notably low numbers included:
3 Killdeer, a 59 year low;
six Ring-necked Pheasant,tied the all time low;
Great Blue Heron, 18 year low;
Black-capped Chickadees, lowest since 1976, and
House Finch, lowest since 1981.

The 113 species is the lowest since 1997. The 20-year count average is 47,000 birds and 117
species.

There were an additional 8 count week species; Northern Gannet, Bald Eagle, Golden Eagle,
Merlin, Iceland Gull, Eastern Phoebe, Eastern Bluebird, Field Sparrow.



Other notable misses included Brown Thrasher, and Yellow-rumped Warbler.
The complete compilation results are attached.

Next year's count date is Sunday, December 26, 2004. Hope to see you there.
Michael Bochnik
(914) 2379331
BochnikM@cs.com
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