A Timeline History of the Bronx Westchester Christmas Bird Count

From 1924 to Now

At their second meeting the Bronx County Bird Club planned for the Christmas Bird Count and a new strategy was born. The group would divide into teams, with each team responsible for a specific territory. Thus, each area would be covered in greater detail than if everyone had traveled together. Members would scout the territory beforehand and stake out any rarities. 
Allan Cruickshank & Frederick. Ruff covered Jerome Reservoir, Van Cortlandt, and Riverdale. 

John and Richard Kuerzi covered Bronx Park and Saw Mill Lane. 

Philip Kessler and John Matuszewski covered Pelham Bay Park and the Baychester marshes

Richard Herbert , Irving Kassoy, & Joseph. Hickey covered Hunts and Clason Points. 

This new strategy soon caught on and now is the basis on how counts are done

· 1924 The first Bronx Count was Sunday, December 28, 1924. Forty-nine species were seen; highlights were a drake Redhead at Hunts Point, two Wilson's Snipe and a flock of Common Mergansers at Jerome Reservoir. The compilation was up in John and Richard Kuerzi's attic.

· 1927 The combined bird list reaches 100 with the sighting of a Bald Eagle

· 1928 Roger Tory Peterson does his first of seven Bronx Counts. 

· The combined list passes 125 with the first sighting of a Common Yellowthroat

· 1933 Prohibition ends and the compilation moves to "Unter den Linden," a beer garden at the end of the Pelham Bay Subway line. 

· 1935, the count breaks 100 species with a tally of 107 and Irv Cantor does his first of 55 counts. His last was in 1993.

· 1938 The combined list passes 150 with the first sighting of a Eurasian Widgeon

· 1939 Bill Ephraim does his first of 49 counts (his last was in 1992).

· 1940 The count is now called the Bronx-Westchester Region.

· 1941 Bird-Lore becomes Audubon Magazine

· 1945 Participants conduct the count with 14 inches of snow on the ground.

· 1947 Audubon Magazine becomes Audubon Field Notes

· 1953 Paul Buckley does his first of 46 counts and then first House Finch is found.

· 1956 The last year that a Bronx County Bird Club member, Richard Herbert, takes part in a Bronx Christmas Count.

· 1956 Paul Steinneck does his first of 45 counts.

· 1957 Irv Cantor becomes Count Compiler and eventually compiles 26 counts.

· 1958 The first mention of a 15 mile diameter circle is stated.

· 1960 The combined list passes 175 with the sighting of Dunlin

· 1960 The count tallies its 1 millionth bird

· 1961 The count breaks 120 species with 124 found.

· 1964 Thanks to two garbage dumps and 36,500 Herring Gulls the count records it highest total with 87,418 birds.

· 1967 Red-bellied Woodpecker is first seen.

· 1971 Audubon Field Notes is changed to American Birds.

· 1977 The count tallies its 2 millionth bird

· 1982 the combined list reaches 200 with the first sighting of an Orange-crowned Warbler and the first Turkey Vulture is recorded.

· 1985 The current compiler (Michael Bochnik) does his first count.

· 1989 The coldest count, with a low of 3 degrees.

· 1990 Second warmest count, with a high of 66 degrees.

· 1990 Michael Bochnik compiles his first count.

· 1993 The first Wild Turkey is seen on the count.

· 1994 American Birds become Field Notes

· 1998 The count tallies its 3 millionth bird

· 1999 Field Notes is published by the ABA and the CBC is published in American Birds

· 2000 Last count to have full numbers published

· 2001 NAS resets the dates count be held; December 14 to January 5

· 2001 The count sets a new record of 125 species.

· 2007 The count sets a new record of 126 species.

· 2008 The combined list reaches 224 with the sighting of the first Osprey.

· 2011 The count sets a new record for participants with 93 in the field

· 2012 The count ties the record for species seen with 126. Three new species, Barnacle Goose, Magnolia Warbler & Clay-colored Sparrow push the combined list to 227

· 2012 The count has 100 participants.

· 2013 The warmest count as the Bronx hits 70 degrees.

· 2014 The count sets a record with 103 participants.

· 2015 The count sets a record with 109 participants.

· 2016 The count sets another record with 118 participants

· 2019 The count sets another record with 134 participants and 11 feeder watches

· 2020 The count records hours and miles by non-motorized boats (kayaks). There was no count dinner due to the Covid-19 outbreak

Some information gleamed from the excellent article by John Farrand, Jr. in American Birds, Fall 1991 Volume 45, Number 3 pp 372-381

.

